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Mr. Gordon Chung Chun Wai, a CityU Bachelor of Laws (LLB) Year 4 student, attended the 

2017 Manfred Lachs International Conference (MLC17) on Global Space Governance and the 

UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which took place on 5-6 May 2017 in Montreal, 

Canada. He was the only undergraduate student and the youngest one who had been invited 

to present at the Conference. All of the other invited speakers were highly 

qualified professors from renowned universities, officers from the UN and PhD students 

specialising in space law. 

The MLC17 was organized together with the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs 

(UNOOSA) as one of the key Workshops/Conferences in preparation of the United Nations 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNCOPUOS) fiftieth anniversary of the first 

UNISPACE Conference (UNISPACE+50). MLC17 addressed UNISPACE+50 Thematic Priority II, 

the “legal regime of outer space and global space governance: future and current 

perspectives”. The key ideas from this Conference will be presented at the Fall 2017 High-

Level Forum in preparation for UNISPACE+50 with an aim to providing viable input to 

UNISPACE+50 in 2018. 

 

 

 

On 6 May 2017, Gordon presented his article “An 

Incentivising Regime for Private Enterprises: The Enduring 

Benefits Derived from the Commercialization of Outer Space” 

at the Parallel Session 6B: Space Natural Resources for 

Human Needs on Earth, together with three other scholars 

including Dr. Ricky Lee, Ms. Maria Manoli and Professor 

Lawrence Roberts. Dr. Steven Freeland, a famous scholar in 

the area of space and public international law, chaired the 

session.  

In the article, Gordon argued that space mining is inevitable 

and confers enduring and profound benefits to all States for 

the future benefits of all mankind. Accordingly, an 

international regime should be developed to guarantee the 

assertion of property rights over extraterrestrial natural 

resources extracted by private entities. 
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“As a law student, it is one of the craziest things I have done - but also one of the best things.” 

Gordon said that he was honored to get the opportunity to present his article in front of 

renowned international space law scholars, while presenting at such conference was also a 

great challenge for him. According to Gordon, one of the most challenging parts of the 

conference was that his views, while being supported by many audiences, were challenged 

by some other scholars. He said that he had to be brave enough to rebut their arguments, 

supported with authority and logical analysis.  

“Now I still keep in touch with some of the presenters and professors in order to exchange 

views on various topics in space law,” Gordon said. He also expressed that he will continue 

contributing to the development of space law by writing more scholarly papers in this area. 

 


